Rowland Unified School District
Giano Intermediate School
“A California Distinguished School”
SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL

April 22, 2011
MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MEETING
Present: 
Carlos Ochoa (TIC), Helen Benavides (Principal), Stephanie Canales (Learning Director), Sandra Lucero (Secretary), Icela Hemer (Teacher), Alberto Medina (Teacher), Pat Marquez (Parent), 

Absent: 
Tony Torres (Teacher), Aracely Moreira (Parent), Silvio Barrientos (Parent), Emma Robles (Parent), Jessica Vega (Student), Haley Sandoval (Student). 
1. Call to Order -  C. Ochoa



We started the meeting with a welcome by Mr. Ochoa.

2. Approval of Minutes of Last Meeting: March 17, 2011

Last meeting minutes were reviewed and motion to approve with changes was made by Ms. Pat Marquez, and seconded by Mr. Medina.

3. Advisory Committees – Representatives
Not present at the meeting.
4. Abstract Revisions & SPSA Revisions – C. Ochoa
Mr. Ochoa shared in the meeting that this year the Board of Education did not approve our plan. State mandates what to do, and they set the targets. As a school, we look at our own trends and determine a target that used to be normal practice. We are in our PI II Year, and they feel their plan should align with all schools plans. They asked us to change our targets. They want everyone to use the same format. If we continue the way we are, we will be in the “safe harbor”, which means that we have reasonable growth.

A copy of the revised abstract was distributed to be reviewed during the meeting. 

Mr. Ochoa informed that we took a look at the goals, which are the means of how we’re going to meet these targets. The Board of Education wants us to align to their Title III addendum.

1st. Goal – English Language Arts 

Giano will meet the ELA state performance target of 67.6% for school wide and all significant subgroups.

Among these strategies we have:
· Standards Based Differentiated Instruction (SBDI)

· Increase student engagement and active participation during instruction

· AVID strategies across the curricular areas

· Use of Cornell note-taking skills, questioning, writing, and summary writing

· Thinking Maps that teach and reinforce organization, focus, coherence, and supporting statements

· After School Tutorials

· Summer School classes targeting areas in English Language Development, Reading, and Writing 

· Utilize MyAccess instructional technology tool to provide instant writing feedback for students

2nd. Goal in Math

Giano will meet the Math state performance target of 68.5% for school-wide and all significant subgroups.

Among these strategies we have:

· Differentiated instruction

· MIND Institute Algebra Readiness supplemental support program

· Pictorial Math strategies

· Daily warm-up problems on prior learning including word problems

· Math support classes as part of Master Schedule

· Before and After school math support classes

· AVID tutors

· After school tutorials

· Teacher long-range planning in alignment with state standards and framework

3rd. Goal – English Language Development

If student is EL require to go up 1 level per year until they reach level 4.

All students have to pass the CST

Reclassified students must pass CST 3 years consecutively

Among these strategies we have:

· Standards Based Differentiated Instruction 
· ELD Leveled Instruction

· Use of Cornell note-taking skills, questioning, writing, and summary writing

· After School Tutorials

· Summer School classes targeting areas in English Language Development, Reading, and Writing 

· Increase student engagement/achievement through technology with Apple Laptops for Learning Program

There are two more goals: Professional Development and Parent Involvement this is the first year we they are doing it. They are currently working on creating structures for Parent Involvement.

Motion to approve revisions made by Ms. Hemer and seconded by Ms. Benavides.

5. Giano’s Focus on Writing – Helen Benavides
Mr. Ochoa showed a chart of progress comparing the last 3 years.  We are currently at 72%

Ms. Benavides shared part of curriculum.
The goal is for them to become independent writers. Ms. Benavides asked Mrs. Hemer to share about a method she is using in her class which is very interesting, she uses a template for students to help them organize, find out the meaning of words by having them state what they think they mean, and then to see images that may match those words. It is a method that helps them think.
MyAcces Writing

Mr. Ochoa shared about MyAccess Writing program, which is a great program that edits and scores student’s writing. It motivates the kids to try and try again for an unlimited number of times to get as higher score they can get. It gives them instant feedback, and encourages them to improve their writing skills.

6. Looking Ahead:
· CST Begins April 26 – We are aiming to 350
7. Public Comments and Questions – C. Ochoa
Mr. Ochoa shared about his involvement in a Parent Involvement Committee of Practice created by parents and run by parents in order to give parents a voice. They make their agenda, and develop ways for parents and the District to communicate. They will have an event, first of its kind, next Thursday, April 28, 2011, from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the La Puente Library. Mr. Ochoa said that all parents are invited to attend this event.
8. Adjournment – C. Ochoa
Motion to adjourn meeting at 3:45pm was made by Mr. Ochoa and seconded by Mr. Medina.
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